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MESSAGE FROM THE FOUNDER
AND PRESIDENT
Welcome to the fall alumni newsletter for
Webber Academy. The 2019-20 academic year is our
23rd year of operation and is another memorable year
with many success stories and accolades for our
students, alumni and staff. Our talented graduates
receive many offers of scholarships to universities in
Canada and beyond. I am excited about the future as
we embrace a growing school and alumni
community. As we prepare students to thrive in
university and beyond, our mission remains the same as
our very first year, which is to offer an enriched
educational environment that is nondenominational,
coeducational and inspiring.

We extend warm greetings to the graduates of Webber Academy. As you, our graduates, move
through university and enter the workforce we want to keep in touch with you. It is important that
you provide us with any address or email changes. We want you to know that we welcome your
return visits to Webber Academy and encourage your participation in a variety of school events
throughout the year.
The staff and students at Webber Academy are proud of all our graduates. It is exciting to see
alumni completing post-secondary studies and journeying into professions they have been
studying so hard for. One of the great satisfactions of teaching is feeling that we made a difference in
your lives and we want you to feel a part of the Webber Academy family. We wish you lots of
success and happiness in your life.
Sincerely,
Dr. Neil Webber
Head of School

WEBBER ACADEMY
CLASS OF 2019

WEBBER ACADEMY ALUMNI NEWSLETTER | 2019

1

CONTENTS

What’s New at Webber Academy				 3
From Sports to A.I. Analytics					 4
NCAA Athlete Attends Nationals				 6
Blending the Sciences with Policy				 8
Revolutionizing YYC with Technology		 10
Becoming a Veterinarian						12
Landing the Big Job in the Big City			 14
From Students to Staff 						16
Jane Hayward Retires							18
Mr. B is Free!									22
Webber Academy Builds Solid Foundation		 24
in Debate
Science Camp Thrives							26
Alumni Social 									28
Opportunities to Get Involved					29

2

WEBBER ACADEMY ALUMNI NEWSLETTER | 2019

WHAT’S NEW AT WEBBER ACADEMY
Over the summer in 2019, Webber Academy saw some improvements including a new
gym floor with Webber Academy Wildcat Atheltics logos and an update to the running
track including new shale and borders.
Debate Boot Camp and Science Discovery Camp continue to be popular, reaching
record-breaking registration numbers this past year, hosting over 150 students during
the four-day camps.
Alumni are invited to attend Webber Academy’s upcoming events such as our annual
Welcome Back BBQ, Alumni Winter Social and ATB President’s Breakfast Club
Speaker Series. For more information please visit webberacademy.ca. We encourage
you to update your information so we can contact you with information about
upcoming functions. A form can be found on our website under ”Alumni”.
Webber Academy has been nominated for several more awards including Best
Educational Institute by the 2019 Best of Calgary survey and Best Private School by
StarMetro Calgary Community Choice Awards. Congratulations to all staff, students,
alumni and parents for these excellent accomplishments.
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FROM SPORTS TO A.I. ANALYTICS
Jack Williams, Head of Operations - White Whale Analytics
After graduating from Webber Academy in 2011, Jack
attended the University of Calgary to pursue his BA in Economics.
He chose economics because it is a flexible degree that would
give him the opportunity to explore a variety of different
disciplines and industries, whilst also giving him a broad
understanding of how the world and markets operate. Throughout
his degree, he had the opportunity to obtain work experience in
sales, marketing, HR and project management with organizations
such as Molson Coors and Suncor Energy.

QUICK FACTS
GRADUATION CLASS: 2011
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION:
University of Calgary: BA Economics

One of Jack’s most memorable experiences was volunteering with
the Canadian Olympic Committee at the 2012 Olympic Games in
London, England. He was hired to work as part of the logistic
protocol team at the Canada Olympic House, which served as
home base to Team Canada athletes and their family and friends.
However, after meeting a couple of executives from Molson
Coors, he was asked to manage the entertainment and bar area,
which was sponsored by Molson. “It turned out to be a great
decision, as throughout the games I had the opportunity to meet
notable people such as Prince Harry, UK Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, Kim Cattrall, countless Olympic athletes, as well as
secure a part-time position for the next year and a half with
Molson Coors,” he says. It was a special experience to be
representing Canada in his birth country of England.

After leaving the 2012 Olympics in London, he had no doubt he
wanted to eventually work full-time in the sports industry in some
WHERE ARE YOU NOW?
capacity. Upon graduation, he
Calgary, Alberta
was offered a position as
Account Manager with the
Calgary Flames. His role was to
manage and build a
relationship with over 950 individual and corporate season ticket
holder accounts and ensure everyone had a positive experience
with the Flames organization. Jack’s responsibilities also consisted
of hosting game day/non-game day events and promoting and
selling season tickets, group packages and premium experiences.
“My favourite memory of working for the Flames was on any given
game day just as they let the crowd into the arena. The smell of
popcorn and the sound of pucks hitting the back of the boards as
the players practiced - you could just feel the excitement and buzz
building throughout the dome. Shout-out to my favourite account,
who was Mr. Rose, my former Biology 20/30 teacher at Webber!”
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After a year and a half of working with the Flames,
Jack took a risk with a career change to work with
a close friend and Webber alumnus,
Robert Mereau, who recently founded a company
in 2015 called White Whale Analytics. “For me,
I’d realized that although working in sports was
a great experience, I wanted more - I wanted to
challenge myself, learn new skills, put myself in
uncomfortable situations and be a part of a team
that could really make an impact,” he adds.
White Whale Analytics is a data technology
company building A.I. and analytics solutions that help businesses optimize their assets through data
drive decisions. As the Head of Operations and now partner, his role is to oversee the business
operations. This includes everything from long and short-term strategy, project management,
business development and sales to marketing, HR, finance and accounting. Within the first few
years, the company has provided clients with custom software solutions, algorithms and workflows.
In early 2018, it transitioned to a product company, launching its very own end to end A.I.
platform. The company’s solutions are being utilized in a variety of industries including energy,
aviation, real estate, professional sports, health and wellness, defence and various non-profit
organizations.

To new graduates, ‘‘Don’t be discouraged if you don’t know what you want to do
yet, it’s completely normal. It’s okay to try a few things out and realize it’s not for
you. But when you do discover what it is that you like doing the most, regardless of
what it is, be the best at it. Stay disciplined and if and when you fail, get up, learn
and get back after it. Lastly, the most important thing that trumps everything else
I’ve said, have fun along the way. The best part about the next chapter in your life is
you decide your own fate- so regardless of what anyone else wants you to do or be,
make sure it makes you happy.”
Getting an education at a high caliber school like Webber is something Jack is grateful for and has
no doubt that without the help of his teachers and peers, he wouldn’t be where he is today. “One of
the things I’ll always be grateful to Webber for was introducing me to some of my best friends. My
closest friends at Webber are still my best friends eight years later. My favourite memory was taking
over the mic at our graduation banquet and singing ‘He Lives in
You’ from the Lion King.”
In the future, Jack hopes to live somewhere where he can golf
year-round and spend more time travelling with his family and
friends. In the meantime, you can find Jack at the arena, assistant
coaching for the Calgary Hitmen, Special Olympics hockey team
or training for his marathon in April 2020.
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NCAA JAVELIN ATHLETE ATTENDS NATIONALS
Lauren Fridman, Biomedical Engineering Student
Lauren Fridman graduated from Webber Academy in 2014 and
studies biomedical engineering with a math minor at Simon Fraser
University in Vancouver, British Columbia. She has been involved in
sports, specifically volleyball and javelin, throughout her life,
continuing these passions into university. For the past five years,
Lauren has played on the SFU NCAA indoor volleyball team and has
travelled across the United States to compete in the NCAA
Division II.

QUICK FACTS
GRADUATION CLASS: 2014
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION:
Simon Fraser University:
Biomedical Engineering
WHERE ARE YOU NOW?
Vancouver, British Columbia

University athletics are both physically and mentally challenging. For
volleyball, the team takes part in a yearly training camp where they
train for three hours, twice a day, six days a week. During the season,
the team practices for two hours, four days a week; lift weights twice
a week; and play two games every week. As for track and field,
Lauren would throw the javelin four times a week and lift weights
four times a week. She notes that mental focus is key to being well
disciplined in this demanding and intense training schedule. Lauren
also must focus on personal development to be ready to compete in a
highly competitive environment. “University volleyball is at a
higher level than club or high school volleyball and it was a little
overwhelming at the beginning. I was fortunate to have a very
supportive team; however, volleyball is a team sport where there is
pressure to not let your teammates down.” It took time for Lauren to
build up confidence and mental strength to be able to play her best
despite any mistakes. “I practiced visualization and watched game
footage on my own to get past my mental block, and my teammates’
support was integral in my mental strength development.”

Recently, she has taken on javelin, qualifying and competing at the
NCAA Nationals in Texas. After volleyball ended, Lauren decided to
join the track and field team for javelin, a sport she previously achieved success in during high school.
Volleyball and javelin utilize similar muscle
groups, so she already had the foundation
to be a javelin athlete. After contacting the
head coach, she was practicing with the
team within a week. “Being part of the team
that went to Texas to compete against
athletes from all over the United States was
surreal for me, especially having joined the
team only six months before,” she adds.
“It was extremely windy during the day of
the competition (to the point where some
throws would not have been valid
outside of the competition), so it was
difficult to perform to the level I wanted, but
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I learned a lot from watching other more
experienced throwers. Overall, I am so
grateful that I got the opportunity to go and
I’m very happy with how the season went as a
whole.”
Through varsity sports, Lauren learnt about
the biomechanical differences between
volleyball and javelin, developing a better
understanding of how the body produces
power. “Even very slight adjustments like
changing the bend in your elbow by a few
degrees can lead to massive results.” She is
eager to combine these learnings with her
academic knowledge and apply this to the
biomedical engineering field.
Lauren notes that the education from Webber Academy has been instrumental to her success in sports
as well as academically. “Webber Academy taught me how to learn and how to study, which has been
essential in doing well in my classes.” Being surrounded by studious classmates has also helped
Lauren develop a strong work ethic that she continues to use to this day. “Even though I graduated five
years ago, I still feel the support, guidance and pride from my teachers – something for which I am very
grateful.” Notably, English and GH classes were the most influential for Lauren, as the
appreciation for humanities that she gained through English literature and language and world and
European history has stuck with her. “I find myself looking to the humanities for breaks from math and
science. I think it’s really important to know about the world around us and that includes how people
have shaped the world through history, philosophy and literature.”
Her advice to new graduates is to try new as many new
things as possible. “Go to a street festival and try new food,
go to a drop-in class and learn some new moves, go to
a seminar on something you are interested in and learn
something new,” she advises.

‘‘Trying new things will lead to
discoveries of new likes, giving your
brain a break from the monotony that
can be university life. It is important to
give your brain some time to recover to
reach peak productivity.”
In the next five to ten years, Lauren plans to be in the
middle of developing some new and unique biomedical
device that helps people move properly. Until then,
Lauren is often found hiking and camping outdoors, or in
the weight room giving herself a new challenge. She also
enjoys reading and perusing bookstores as well as taking
various dance classes.
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BLENDING THE SCIENCES WITH POLICY
Dexter Waters, Health Economics Research Fellow
After graduating from Webber Academy in 2011, Dexter Waters
earned his Bachelor of Science from McGill University with a
major in biology and a minor in international development
studies. He then went on to receive his Master’s of Science in
Public Health in Health Policy from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health.

QUICK FACTS
GRADUATION CLASS: 2011
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION:
McGill University: Bachelor of
Science
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health:
Master’s of Science in Public
Health

Now residing in Philadelphia, Dexter just started a two-year
fellowship in health economics and outcomes research (HEOR),
a partnership between Janssen (a pharmaceutical manufacturer)
and Thomas Jefferson University (TJU). His first year will be spent
at TJU, which is part of a health care network of 14 hospitals and
over 50 outpatient and urgent care centres. Dexter will be working
with the faculty at TJU and within the Jefferson health system on a
variety of research projects. For example, he will be using an
administrative claims database to characterize the ways that
opioids are prescribed and to quantify the costs associated with
treating opioid use disorder to help employers design their
insurance benefits in ways that will improve the lives of employees
and their families. His second year will be spent at Janssen with
their Immunology Global Market Access team, which focuses on
conducting HEOR studies and communicating results of those
studies for drugs that treat diseases such as psoriasis, rheumatoid
and psoriatic arthritis, Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis.

The field of HEOR seeks to answer questions about the value of
medical treatments, including biopharmaceuticals, medical
devices, and health care services. Health economics research is
WHERE ARE YOU NOW?
focused on the financial aspects of medical interventions, while
Philadelphia
outcomes research is focused on measuring results of treatments
at the population level, including clinical outcomes and other impacts on patients’ lives. Combined,
these two research fields provide evidence about benefits, risks, and results of treatments so that
patients, doctors, regulators, and insurers can make informed decisions by comparing the value of
treatments relative to one another.

reaching patients. These experiences grew
into a passion for HEOR. In this field, Dexter
blends his background in biology and policy
by using scientific evidence to address
numerous barriers that converge to
determine whether patients can access
specific treatments.

‘‘HEOR addresses a problem
that was fundamental to my
understanding of public health
– ‘how do you ensure that
medicines get to the people
who need them?’”

HEOR professionals in the pharmaceutical industry
often perform a mix of research and commercial
functions that may include management of
consultants and meeting with health care stakeholders to develop business strategies. A typical day
for a researcher in the field of HEOR usually includes data analysis (which might come from
insurance claims, registries, electronic medical records, surveys, clinical trials, etc.) using
statistical packages like Stata, SAS or R. It will also involve meetings with other public health
researchers from a variety of professions, including medical doctors, pharmacists, lawyers, nurses,
statisticians, psychometricians, and people with backgrounds in health care businesses.
Dexter’s education at Webber Academy helped him build a strong educational foundation in the
sciences. “Being part of the Webber basketball team was a formative experience for me. It gave me
some of my closest friendships and fondest memories,” he adds.
“Your relationships with everyone around you are just as valuable as your studies. Surrounding
yourself with people who inspire, challenge and support you will help you in countless ways
throughout your life and career. Actively seek out and foster relationships with people whose work
you find interesting. A good mentor can dramatically influence your life by helping you discover
things you are passionate about, motivating you, or helping you deal with challenging situations.”
In the future, Dexter plans to be in a role that will allow him to use his research skills and policy
knowledge to address barriers to treatment and get the patients the care they need.

“My original interest in public health
came from my experiences studying and
working in East Africa, where I did a field
study through McGill and later worked as
a research assistant with an NGO doing
economics evaluations of development
interventions.” As a result, he gained an
understanding of how various barriers (clinical, economic, social, policy, regulatory and
legal) could prevent effective medicines from
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REVOLUTIONIZING YYC WITH TECHNOLOGY
Mitch Goulet, Goodness Engagement Specialist
Mitch Goulet decided to pursue psychology at Mount Royal
University after graduating from Webber in 2011. After travelling and
gaining some work experience, Mitch returned to Mount Royal
University to complete his business degree. When Mitch is not
travelling, or working hard to save up for travel, he plays hockey and
soccer recreationally, volunteers with various organizations and works
on Esports Calgary.

QUICK FACTS
GRADUATION CLASS: 2011
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION:
Mount Royal University:
Bachelor of Psychology and
Bachelor of Business
Administration
WHERE ARE YOU NOW?
Calgary, AB

In 2015, after graduating from MRU with his first degree, Mitch chose
to work sales with his dad at Access Health Benefits, a small
insurance brokerage. Mitch revolutionized the business by changing
the operations of the company on two fronts: how it connected with
new prospects and how it differentiated the business from
competitors. He built a new sales campaign with his dad involving
hard-copy marketing material, cold calling, follow-up techniques and
closing.“ I revamped the website and found significant cost saving
measures in the process,” he adds. Then they moved into integrating
video and email campaigns into the sales process.

‘‘The most important take away I had was that
anything and everything can be improved –
there is always opportunity out there and if
you are practiced in finding these
opportunities, you can be richly rewarded.”

In 2017, Mitch started his business, Esports Calgary. Esports is short for electronic sports and refers to the
competitive play of video games. This industry has grown substantially in recent years; however,
esports has struggled to maintain a foothold as an online option in Calgary. The lack of large markets has
battered start-ups and events. His venture aims to change that by being a central source of information
for gamers, including events, organizations supporting gaming and/or gamers, social media engagement
and more. Esports Calgary plans on being the number one source of support and engagement in the
local esports industry by directing resources, people and opportunity to where they need to be.
Entrepreneurship has been a large learning curve for Mitch. “The meaning of hard work, attention to
details, networking, sales, finance and everything in between has a new meaning. I love that every day I
have the opportunity to learn or practice a new skill and share that with people who I can really make a
difference for,” he says. Mitch notes that prioritizing the organization can be difficult at times. “Life gets
busy and it is sometimes hard to prioritize something that isn’t paying the bills,” he notes. Despite the
curve balls, Mitch fights through the work pile ups to create results and make a difference for the
community and stakeholders of esports in Calgary.
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Recently, Mitch started a new job with
Benevity Inc. as a Goodness Engagement
Specialist. Benevity Inc. is a global leader in
corporate social responsibility and
employee engagement software, including
online giving, matching, volunteering and
community investment. “I am really excited
to pursue a career with this rapidly growing
organization and plan on being here for
many years,” he says. Mitch would like to
move into a client advisory role in the near
future and pursue more senior roles with
the company. “I also plan on keeping a foot
in the esports industry and playing my part
in building a growing and resilient gaming
industry in Calgary,” he states.
Webber Academy encouraged Mitch to work hard, to have the vision and goals, to pursue secondary
education and to make a difference in his community and the people he meets every day. “These values
are part of who I am now and I am proud to take them into my workplace, my volunteer opportunities
and my business,” he adds.
Mitch has a lot of memories from Webber: travelling to Costa Rica, singing in the lunch room (Lion King
and The Black-Eyed Peas) and all the friends and connections he made. What sticks with him most is the
time when he was going through a lot of teenage angst and his parents reached out to the school
administrators without his knowledge. “I was not happy about this, but then I sat down with Mr.
Chalifoux at his request and we had a chat. After a few weeks, Mr. Chalifoux helped me get on the rugby
team and talked through some of the stuff I was going through. The reason this stuck with me is because
Mr. Chalifoux went well out of his way to help me. At any time, it just takes one person to care to make
a difference for another person. I will never forget that and try to live by that whenever I can – thank you
Mr. Chalifoux! Thank you to all my teachers and the staff at Webber for creating such a
positive education for me and my peers. Looking forward to seeing you at the next alumni event!”
After graduation, Mitch advises to “take your
time in your post-Webber years. You are young
and there’s plenty of time to get your career
figured out so get out and explore the world! Try
as many things as you can and don’t be
dissuaded if you follow one path and
suddenly find yourself on another – no one has
it all figured out and there’s no timeline or hard
expectations that you need to follow (even if
your parents and peers insist on it). Simply
remind yourself to be present and patient and
the rest will come.”
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BECOMING A VETERINARIAN
Dr. Bernadette Prettegiani, Intern Veterinarian

QUICK FACTS
GRADUATION CLASS: 2010
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION:
U of S: Bachelor of Science
(Physiology, Pharmacology
[Hon])
University College Dublin:
Vertrinary Medicine
WHERE ARE YOU NOW?
Ashburn, Virginia (Greater
Washington DC area)

Dr. Bernadette Prettegiani obtained her Bachelor of Science in
Physiology and Pharmacology (Hon.) from the University of
Saskatchewan after graduating from Webber Academy in 2010.
Then, she attended the University College Dublin School of
Veterinary Medicine to get her degree in veterinary medicine.
After completing her education, she returned to the U.S. and was
a small animal rotating intern at VCA SouthPaws Veterinary
Emergency and Specialist Centre. Now residing in the greater
Washington, DC area, Bernadette is a surgical intern at the
Veterinary Surgical Centre.

The one thing that has stuck with her since Grade 1 is the importance of an agenda/day timer.
“They gave us one on the first day and I’ve used one religiously since then,” she says. Bernadette is
never without her planner and uses it to write everything.

Before even enrolling at Webber Academy in Grade 1,
Bernadette knew she wanted to become a veterinarian. “Vet
school has always been my dream and I felt very lucky to be able
to go to school in Ireland. It is a great school with lots of history,”
she says. Taking every long weekend and short break as a chance
to travel, Bernadette was able to visit 21 countries while living
in Ireland. “It was very cool to learn and be a part of an over
150-year-old school and all of its traditions like choir, trad band,
rugby club and pantomime nights.”

The most memorable aspect of Webber Academy for Bernadette is the teachers and their passion
for teaching and helping students.

Working in the emergency, critical care and surgical specialty
practices, Bernadette treats each patient as if it was her own pet.
The owners commonly must make tough medical decisions and
it is her responsibility to advocate for the animal’s quality of life
and do her best to help the owners make the most difficult
decisions while their pet is in a crisis. The most challenging part
of the profession is sharing in the grief with the family when an
animal passes away. “These times are hard but I don’t let them
overshadow my memories of the patients and the pets we get to
see go back to their normal lives,” she adds.

In the near future, she hopes to become a board-certified small animal veterinary surgeon. She also
hopes to be living closer to the Rocky Mountains but is up for whatever life brings.

‘‘When I meet people at conferences or events, I write their name
down when I get home and something we talked about or a key fact
about them, which I find super helpful to network with them in the
future.”

Bernadette’s advice to new graduates is “don’t place limits on yourself. If you truly want something,
put your whole heart into it and go for it, as cheesy as it is,” she advises. When she graduated
Webber, she thought she would never leave Canada, but now finds herself nine years later living in
the USA after living in Europe. “It’s scary and I had some rough moments but I have no regrets. Also
getting in and graduating veterinary school is very competitive and lots of people told me I should
try something easier, but I never let that deter me.”

Overall, Bernadette enjoys being able to help
people by taking care of one of their
(sometimes favourite) family members. Her
job entails caring for cats and dogs and making
these beloved pets feel better. “I love the quality
of medicine small animals have access to. There
is so much research going on right now and so
many people looking at what is happening in
the human medical world and adapting it for
pets. My job is not playing with puppies all day,
but sometimes it is, and it’s great.”
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LANDING THE BIG JOB IN THE BIG CITY
Ben Lukenchuk, Tax Economist at the Government of
Canada
Ben Lukenchuk was the valedictorian of his graduating class in
2013. Since then, he has gone on to complete his BA (Hon.) with
Distinction in Economics at the University of Victoria and his
Master’s in Economics at McMaster University. Ben has also been
a part of Webber Academy’s Debate Boot Camp and facilities
team for the past several years. As of September, 2019, he will be
moving to Ottawa to work as a Tax Economist with the
Government of Canada.

QUICK FACTS
GRADUATION CLASS: 2013

Ben never thought he would pursue an Master’s in Economics.
Towards the end of his undergraduate degree, he realized he was
good at economics and had the grades to get into grad school.
Additionally, any job in economics requires an MA and it is a
degree that is quick to complete (most programmes are eight
to 12 months) with it being funded through grants and being
a teaching assistant. “There is no designation that lets you call
yourself ‘an economist’ but the MA is the agreed upon standard.
You also get a very unique and desirable skill set in both data
analysis and policy design,” he says.

Ben has loved government since he met Jean Chretien during the
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION:
Grade 6 trip to Ottawa and is excited to be returning to where it
University of Victoria: BA (Hon.) - all started. “Tax is a really interesting and complex policy area. It’s
Economics
not something that people start off their economics studies saying
McMaster University: Masters they want to do. I’m looking forward to using my training to serve
Economics
Canadians,” he says. Ben will be working in the Department of
WHERE ARE YOU NOW?
Finance in the
Ottawa, Ontario
Intergovernmental Tax
Policy, Evaluation and
Research Division. This division is responsible for developing
federal-provincial and Indigenous tax policies, and for
negotiating tax agreements with provinces and territories, as
well as the tax aspects of modern treaties with Indigenous
groups. The division also undertakes research and analysis
relating to tax issues of current interest, such as the impact of
the tax system on the broader economy and evaluates existing
tax measures to ensure that they continue to be relevant,
efficient and effective.
During the summer months, Ben has found himself back at
Webber Academy as an integral part of Debate Camp and the
facilities team. He was one of the founding coordinators of
Debate Camp in its early years. Since then, Ben returns as a
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session leader, teaching students the skills of a great debater.
“What a great gig! I love the students. Anyone who is
willing to talk debate and politics during their summer break
are friends of mine. Who runs the world? Nerds!” The
facilities role always keeps him busy with various work,
keeping Webber Academy’s grounds pristine and the school
running in top condition. “Nothing is better than hitting the
lawn tractor! By the end of the summer, your body is telling
you that you worked hard and you are ready to work hard at
university,” he adds.

‘‘Showing up and working hard is 75% of the
battle in life.”

Reflecting on his time at Webber Academy as a student, he is thankful for the work ethic instilled
in him. Ben is also thankful for the math classes at Webber Academy as he had a better foundation
than his peers at university. “It is hard to do advanced calculus or abstract proofs if you don’t have
the basics in place. Shout out to Shannon Muir, Scott Thornton, Jason Niven and Meagan
Moggach!” Ben was able to tutor math extensively outside of school. Being a part of debate club has
taught him how to think quickly and methodically through complex issues; these skills are required
for any interview and most importantly, his upcoming job.
Two lessons from Webber that have stuck with Ben are:
• “Success is not defined by how far you go. It’s defined by the people that come with you.” – Priya
Raina
• “Embrace your nerdacity. Be nerdacious.” – Jane Hayward
Ben’s advice to new graduates would be to embrace your interests and be well rounded. ”Stop
agonizing over that half mark or half per cent. I learned this lesson way too late and still relapse
from time to time. Some of the most interesting people I have met have had marginal grades.”
Ben is trying to be more
“micro-ambitious”, a concept from
comedian, Tim Minchin. “I’m putting
my head down and working diligently
on what is in front of me. Most of the
coolest things I’ve done have popped up
in my periphery. If you are focused too
far down the line, you can miss these
things.” He has it all mapped out until
September 3, 2019, but it’s anyone’s
guess as to what comes after.
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ALUMNI SUMMER STAFF 2019

FROM STUDENTS TO STAFF

Anne Arandia

Arjun Raina

Class of 2016

Class of 2018

School & Programme: UBC Vancouver, English Language &
Literature

School & Programme: University of
Calgary, Business

Where do you see yourself after graduation?
I hope to be working in the arts in marketing,
communications, and public relations!

Where do you see yourself after
graduation?
I want to go to Toronto and work with a
startup!

What are you working on at Webber this summer?
I am working on an updated occupational health and safety
manual for staff and faculty.
Favourite Webber Memory?
The Welcome Back BBQs!

What are you working on at Webber this
summer?
I am working on facility operations and
maintenance.
Favourite Webber Memory?
All the friends and connections I’ve made from
the school.

Mikaela Gilhooly
Class of 2016

Magnus Tetreault
Class of 2017

School & Programme: Western University, Human
Geography

School & Programme: University of Calgary,
Business

Where do you see yourself after graduation?
I want to work in sustainability and maybe have my own business!
I also want to be a teacher, so we will see what happens.

Where do you see yourself after graduation?
I want to go travelling!

What are you working on at Webber this
summer?
I am working in marketing and communications, on projects like
the yearbooks, summer camps and promotional materials.

What are you working on at Webber this
summer?
I am working on landscaping and facility operations
alongside Arjun and Ben.

Favourite Webber Memory?
GH sound-off laughs.

Favourite Webber Memory?
The Terry Fox Runs.
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JANE HAYWARD RETIRES
After 17 years of profound service and teaching at
Webber Academy, Jane Hayward has retired. We sat
down with Jane to ask some questions about her time
here at Webber.

How did you start at Webber Academy?

I always wanted to be a teacher, and in one way or
the other, I have been teacher for over 40 years and it
has been a fabulous ride! I began teaching at Webber
Academy in 2002 and have been here for 17 years; it
has been a wonderful way to finish off my career by
teaching such inspiring, talented and intelligent young
people.

Did you have various roles while you were here?

I have always been a Geography-History teacher, but I have also been able to do so much more.
For instance, I was the first to teach AP European History and did so for 15 years. Additionally,
Sam Burke and I started the CALM 20 programme at Webber. Then, with the encouragement
and great support of Lorne Webber, I started the first Computer Applications classes at senior
high level. When I first began teaching the class, I used my marketing skills from 15 years at the
Calgary Herald to run the class as a design and lay-out studio, taking on staff as clients.
Whether it was creating forms for administration, posters and programmes for school events or
videos for assemblies such as Remembrance Day or Graduation - we did it all! Many of those
students went on to successful careers in communications and marketing. About 12 years ago,
I became the first academic counsellor along side Jay Niven as the career counsellor. When he
left, we merged the two position together, so that we had two academic and career counsellors
and that is what I have continued to do for the past few years with the best colleague you could
ever ask for, Jennifer Parker.

What are some of the clubs that
you created/coached at Webber
Academy?

I was the yearbook staff advisor for about
eight years, working with students to put
together a treasure-trove of school
memories. And for many years, I worked
side-by-side Lorne Webber to create
copious content (articles and photos), as
well as doing the layout for the school’s
newsletter, which was published at least
every other month in addition to many
other communication and promotional
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materials. The one that I am most proud of was the introduction and designing of the
”Webberized” student agendas.
I have also been a long-time staff advisory of the Legacy Project, a senior high community service
initiative that recycles bottles and cans and has donated over $100,000 to local and international
charities over the years. I will be passing this onto Jay Niven’s capable hands. I have also been
actively involved in the Reach for the Top phenomena at our school since its inception. It was a
treat working under Dave Rose’s leadership as this activity spread from one five-member team the
first year to having more than one team at every grade level from Grade 6 onwards!
I also coached junior high girls volleyball when I first came to Webber, including
coaching Amanda Gomery when she was only in grade 7. And finally, I have coached debate for
eight years. I’m proud to say that in that time we have had at least one senior high Webber debate
team earn the right to represent Alberta at the annual National Debate Championships in most
years. I leave debate in the capable hands of my incomparable co-coaches, Ramona Boyle and
Carla Bonderud; indeed, it has been an honour to work with them.

What was the biggest achievement that you were a part of here at
Webber Academy?

Christa McAuliffe was to be the first teacher-astronaut in space. Unfortunately, she was one of the
seven astronauts killed in the Space Shuttle Challenger disaster in January 1986. At that time, I
was standing in the staff room, watching the television broadcast with some of my students when
this happened. The memory is forever etched in my mind. Because of McAuliffe’s infectious zest
for teaching, she is one of my very few heroes. McAuliffe once said, ”I touch the future. I teach.”
This simple, yet profound declaration is my answer to that question. My greatest accomplishment
is that I touched the future because I taught. I have even teased many that if they don’t honour
their potential, I will hunt them down. When, then, Grade 9 student, Eric Campbell, teased me
about how will I do it when I am dead, I simply told the class that when I am dead, it will be
easier as I will simply
haunt them down instead!
Finally, I want to thank
Russell Wilson’s family for
a substantial donation they
made to Webber Academy
in my name many years
ago. For this, in the week
prior to my retirement, a
plaque was put up in my
old classroom in
recognition of my service.
I am so honoured!
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What was the most rewarding part about teaching and counselling at
Webber Academy?

Unequivocally, the most rewarding part about the years I spent at Webber Academy is working
with all these phenomenal young people. There isn’t a day that has gone by that I haven’t been
inspired by their brilliance, their passion and their drive for excellence. I also see the great
diversity in our school’s population, and in a world torn apart by ethnic, racial and religious
dissension and violence, our student body represents the very opposite of that. In 17 years of
teaching geography-history, often dealing with very sensitive issues in class discussion, I have
never witnessed anything but respectful, sincere dialogue. Webber Academy students are highly
inclusive, both embracing and celebrating their differences, and they appreciate the opportunity
to consider other perspectives and traditions. The world could learn many valuable lessons from
them! In fact, whenever people complain about today’s youth or worry about the future, I have
never been backwards in coming forwards to exclaim that I have total confidence that these young
leaders will make this a better world.

What are you plans for after retirement?

I want to:
• Continue learning about everything and anything
• Volunteer. Being of service is good for the soul
• Travel - particularly in North America. Road trip anyone?
• Never have to get up early again in the morning (Please don’t contact me until 10:00 a.m.!)
• Have a less scheduled life and allow for more spontaneity
• Revisit some of my old pursuits into mindfulness, qigong & meditation, which unfortunately I
allowed to fall by the wayside in a hectic schedule of teaching and counselling. I need to
slow down my brain!
• Drink more good wine and learn about it
• Cook, experimenting with new recipes
• Read and perhaps write (I have to see if I have the discipline, let alone the talent for it)
• Have a lot of fun with my dear friends, as well as make a lot of new friends too
• Stay in touch with my colleagues at Webber Academy and with the school itself.
In all I want to be joyful, mindful, grateful for what each new day brings.

What advice do you have for students at Webber Academy?

When have I ever not had advice to give to our students? Given the make-up of our student body,
the greatest advice I would like to leave them with is to do what you have passion for and have
passion for what you do. Excellence and true success rarely comes without a passion for what
you are doing. Life is far too short to spend decades doing what you think others want you do to,
or settling for security, or simply choosing a career for the money. Given these young people’s
great reserves of talent and intelligence, if they add true passion, they will succeed, the money
will come and more importantly, they will experience a life worth living.
I would like to thank my colleagues for their devotion to our students, their great humanity, and
for inspiring me to bring my best game every day. I have such gratitude for my 17 years here, and
I take very treasured memories away with me. Of particular note, I want to thank my great friend,
Kasia Noworyta-Fridman, who must have stood in line twice when they gave out brains and
hearts! I am in awe of her. I would also like Christina Clouston and Barb Webber to know how
very grateful I am for their leadership, professionalism and commitment to excellence. However,
most of all I want to let Dr. Webber know that I laud his vision and the great legacy he continues
to build. He definitly epitomizes what vision, tenacity and a strong work ethic can accomplish.
I want to end by giving my personal contact information. Please contact me! I will be still kicking
around and would love to hear from you. The best is yet to come.
Email: haywardjs@gmail.com
Cell: 403-875-0440

What will you miss most about working at Webber Academy?

• The people, and their spirit of excellence, not to mention their incredible work ethic.
• The great discussions in AP European History class, at debate practices and tournaments, and in
my office or the cafeteria.
• Learning as much each day as I rendered - sometimes more!
• The joy on students’ faces when they mastered that difficult test, or received admission to the
university of choice, or won that scholarship they so richly deserved.
• Being able to make a sincere difference, usually on a daily basis.
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MR. B IS FREE!
Mr. Neil Bantleman returns to Canada
Mr. Bantleman was a founding teacher of Webber
Academy, where he taught for 10 years. During his time at
Webber Academy, he was well respected as a teacher and
a human being.
In 2014, Mr. Bantleman was convicted on charges of
sexual assault against students at a school in Jakarta and
has since been held in an Indonesian prison. After years
of hope and relentless pressure from his family, Webber
Academy staff, other supporters and the Canadian
government, Mr. Bantleman has finally returned to Canada
in June, 2019.
Mr. Bantleman was convicted along with Indonesian
teaching assistant Ferdinand Tjiong and sentenced to 10
years in prison. Mr. Bantleman’s conviction was overturned in August, 2015 and Indonesia’s
Supreme Court reinstated his conviction in February, 2016, and added one more year to his
sentence. In a statement released in July 2019, Neil thanked his family,
supporters ”around the world” and the Canadian Government while reiterating his innocence.
Webber Academy is glad to see Mr. Bantleman return home and remain supportive of Mr.
Bantleman and convinced of his innocence.

22 WEBBER ACADEMY ALUMNI NEWSLETTER | 2019

WEBBER ACADEMY ALUMNI NEWSLETTER | 2019

23

Debate Boot Camp 2019:
A Success
The 2019 Webber Academy Debate Boot Camp hosted the largest group of debaters to date. With
112 participants, 14 sessions leaders and eight camp organizers, the sixth annual debate camp was a
success.
In 2014, Webber Academy hosted Debate Boot Camp open to the public for the first time. Webber
Academy Debate Boot Camp is a four-day summer camp, held at Webber Academy, for students
entering grades 7 – 12. Campers have the opportunity to learn debate skills and public speaking
techniques from experienced session leaders, who as debaters have won accolades at provincial,
national and international levels of competition. Courses such as “How to Build an Argument” and
“Refutation” and content/information session such as “Economics 101” and “Race, Gender and
Politics” are offered during this camp. The boot camp ends with an Alberta Debate and Speech
Association sanctioned tournament, a final grand debate and a celebratory barbeque.
The camp is running for its seventh year in 2020. Thanks to the support of volunteer staff and alumni,
the Webber Academy Debate Boot Camp has been successful in mentoring over 400 participants,
some of whom have gone on to travel across Canada and abroad to succeed at the highest levels in
debate.

Past Alumni/Student Session Leaders
• Aaron Abraham
• Samantha Cardenas
• Deidre Casey
• Ian Chang
• Pardeep Dhaliwal
• Veenu Goswami
• Swarochish Goswami
• Shayan Hemmati
• Michael Hoskins
• Jane Kerr
• Kevin Lin
• Ahmed Lone
• Ben Lukenchuk

• Daniel Lukenchuk
• Keenan MacNeal
• Haseenah Molumo
• Anahid Najafizadeh
• Theshane Nithiyeswaran
• Asher Nyhoff
• Ye-Jean Park
• Zeel Patel
• Aakash Pirani
• Priya Raina
• Akash Uppal
• Kate Wasden
• Mackenzie Tran

If you would like to be a part of the Debate Camp family, please contact Lorne Webber at
lornewebber@webberacademy.ca
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Science Discovery Camp:
Discovering the Flash, Bang
and Zoom of Science
The Webber Academy Science Discovery camp also hosted the largest group of scientists to date,
with 49 participants.
Webber Academy hosted Science Discovery Camp open to the public for the first time in 2016. It
ran for two days in August and only had 15 students entering grades 6 - 9. In 2017, the camp also
ran for two days with 23 students also entering grades 6 - 9. The following year, Webber Academy
Science Discovery camp held a three-day summer camp, held in July at the same time as Debate
Camp for students entering grades 5 – 9; however, this past year, the camp was open to students
entering grades 4 - 9 and was a four-day summer camp.
Campers have the opportunity to learn a variety of science topics such as biology, chemistry,
physics and robotics. The students put on a science fair on their last day of the camp, showcasing
their new knowledge of science concepts.
The camp is running for its fifth year in 2020. Thanks to the support of staff, volunteers and
alumni, the Webber Academy Science Discovery Camp has been successful in mentoring over 100
participants, some of whom have gone on to travel across Canada and abroad to succeed at the
highest levels in Science Fair and other STEM related competitions.

Past Alumni/Student Volunteers
• Julia Gee
• Sarah Ha
• Emma Hu
• Emily Jiang
• Mike Wahba
If you would like to be a part of the Science Discovery Camp, please contact Lorne Webber at
lornewebber@webberacademy.ca
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WEBBER ACADEMY WINTER
ALUMNI SOCIAL

VOLVED
IN
T
E
G
O
T
S
IE
IT
N
OPPORTU

Thursday, December 19, 2019
Webber Academy invites all
alumni to attend this special
evening in December. Drop-in to
play volleyball or basketball and
socialize at the evening social
with other alumni.

Webber Academy invites alumni to get involved at
the school.
Clubs, Camps &
Extra-curriculars

•Debate
•Speech
•Reach for the Top
•Robotics
•GENE Club
•Science Fair judging
Summer Camps
•Debate Boot Camp
•Science Discovery Camp
Please contact Christina Clouston for
more information at
cclouston@webberacademy.ca

Athletic Teams
•Sr. Varsity Golf
•Sr. Varsity Boys
Volleyball
•Jr. Varsity Boys
Volleyball
•Grade 8/9 Boys
Volleyball
•Grade 7 Boys
Basketball
•Grade 7 Soccer
All candidates must apply via email to Joël
Chalifoux directly at
joelc@webberacademy.ca. All volunteers will
need to take a concussion course which will be
supplied once approved.
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